
Interested in becoming a member of the Social Ventures Zone?

SVZ Application Process

1. Check: Are you eligible? Make sure you meet all the criteria below.
2. Decide: Incubation or Ideation? Pick the stream of programming that sounds right for

you.
3. Apply: Create an account on our portal to submit your application.
4. Wait: Our committee will review your application and get back to you.

Eligibility Questions for becoming an SVZ member:

Are you...
1. Working on a social venture. What does this mean?
2. Not yet receiving academic credit for the work you are doing on your social change idea
3. A high school graduate (or equivalent)
4. 17 years of age or older
5. A Canadian citizen, permanent resident, visa/permit holder, or refugee claimant

If you answered 'yes' to all of these, then you are eligible to apply to become an SVZ member.

Incubation or Ideation?
We offer two streams of programming, depending on where you're at.

Ideation
● You have an idea for social change, but aren't sure how to make it a reality.
● You’re passionate about making this happen.
● You’d like some support to start working on your idea or developing a business plan.

If this sounds like you, our Ideation program may be the right place for you.

Incubation
● You have an idea you have researched and developed into a social venture that is ready

for the next step.
OR

● You are already leading a social venture that is beginning to make a difference and you
want to take it to the next level.

If this sounds like you, our Incubation program may be the right place for you.

https://www.ryerson.ca/content/ryerson/svz/apply/become-a-member/what-makes-something-a-social-venture.html


What’s Involved?

Ideation Program:

1. A small number of ventures that have promising initial ideas but require further work are
offered places in an eight-week program (four sessions over eight weeks).

2. These sessions help entrepreneurs better understand their social issues and share
techniques to help them create innovative new ideas to address them.

3. At the close of the program, participants graduate and are encouraged to access other
resources to continue to build their ideas. Eventually, we hope they can present an idea
for consideration for incubation!

Incubation Program:

1. A small number of applicants are selected to pitch the committee.
2. A smaller number of applicants are offered admission to our incubation cohort.
3. These venture teams are onboarded and then participate in an eight-week cohort

program where they will deepen their understanding of their problem and improve the
elements of their venture.

4. At the close of the cohort sessions, each venture will make a final pitch to the SVZ
community and join the broader cohort of SVZ startups. Ongoing participation through
social events and workshops starts now!

5. At the start of their incubation, they will work with SVZ staff to create a plan to move
forward, including identifying goals, setting KPIs and creating a timeline for testing and
growth.

6. Venture teams will be matched with an SVZ coach that will support their work.
7. Ventures can remain a part of the SVZ at no charge for up to two years, provided they

continue to actively work on their ventures and benefit from the support provided by the
SVZ. Ventures will then graduate from the SVZ and become a senior team or alum.

Applications for the Social Ventures Zone open three times per year: in December, March and
August. Our cohorts follow Ryerson University’s semester cycles.

● Wondering how our admissions committee evaluates ventures for incubation? Visit our
FAQ page to learn more.

● Looking to get involved in a different way? Here are other ways to join our community.

Check out our website to find out when the next application period is!

https://www.ryerson.ca/content/ryerson/svz/about/coaches.html
https://www.ryerson.ca/content/ryerson/svz/about/faq.html
https://www.ryerson.ca/content/ryerson/svz/get-involved.html
https://www.ryerson.ca/svz/apply/become-a-member/

